
CHAPTER 319. OIL, GAS, AND MINERALS

SUPERVISOR OF WELLS
Act 61 of 1939

319.1-319.27 Repealed. 1961, Act 131, Eff. Sept. 8, 1961;—1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24,
1995.

ORPHAN WELL FUND ACT
Act 308 of 1994

319.41-319.49 Repealed. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

NATURAL DRY GAS WELLS
Act 326 of 1937

319.51-319.82 Repealed. 1973, Act 61, Imd. Eff. July 19, 1973.
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OIL AND GAS MINING
Act 178 of 1941

AN ACT defining the rights of cotenants, joint owners, tenants in common and coparceners in lands; to
provide for the development and operation of such lands for oil and gas mining purposes; to grant jurisdiction
to the circuit court to authorize the exploration, development and operation of such lands for oil and gas
mining purposes; to determine and quiet the title to said lands and to repeal all acts in conflict herewith.

History: 1941, Act 178, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

319.101 Mineral rights in lands owned in undivided interest; right of majority to develop.
Sec. 1. Whenever lands, or oil and gas, or oil and gas mineral rights in lands in this state are owned by

tenants in common, joint owners, cotenants or coparceners, whether such title is derived by purchase, devise
or descent, or otherwise, or whether any or all of the owners are minors or of full age, such tenants in
common, joint owners, cotenants or coparceners as hold a majority in interest in the title to such lands or the
oil and gas rights in such lands, shall be authorized to explore, drill, mine, develop and operate such lands for
oil and gas mining purposes and remove and transport oil and gas and other petroleum products from such
lands, or store the same on said lands, and sell and dispose of the same in the manner hereinafter provided.

History: 1941, Act 178, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;CL 1948, 319.101.

319.102 Gas and oil mining rights; definitions.
Sec. 2. Definitions. The following words and terms as used in this act shall each have the meaning ascribed

to them in this section.
(a) "Person" means any natural person, corporation, association, partnership, receiver, trustee, judiciary or

common law trust, guardian, executor, administrator or fiduciary of any kind.
(b) "Oil" means natural crude oil or petroleum or other hydrocarbons, regardless of gravity, which are

produced at the well in liquid form by ordinary production methods and which are not the result of
condensation of gas after it leaves the underground reservoir.

(c) "Gas" means dry or natural gas, casinghead gas or gas produced incidental to the production of oil.
(d) The phrase "oil and gas" shall not only refer to the oil and gas as such in combination 1 with the other,

but shall also have general reference to oil, gas, casinghead gas or other hydrocarbons or any combination or
combinations thereof, or any 1 thereof, which may be found in or produced from a natural reservoir or
common source of supply of oil or gas or both.

(e) The term "royalty interest" means that share of the produce or profits which the owner of land, or the
oil and gas rights in such land, reserves or is entitled to whether under a lease or under the provisions of this
act in consideration of permitting the owner of the working interest to develop such oil and gas mineral rights.

(f) The term "working interest" means that share of the produce or profits to which the person who
develops the oil and gas mineral rights is entitled by reason thereof pursuant to either the provisions of a lease
providing therefor or to the provisions of this act.

(g) The singular shall include the plural and the plural shall include the singular. Each of the genders shall
include each of the other genders.

History: 1941, Act 178, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;CL 1948, 319.102.

319.103 Procedure; bill of complaint in circuit court in chancery.
Sec. 3. The owners of such majority in interest desiring to lease said lands or their oil and gas mineral

rights therein for oil and gas purposes, or desiring to explore, drill, develop or operate said lands for oil and
gas and to remove oil and gas therefrom, may file a bill of complaint in the circuit court in chancery of the
county in which such lands, or some part thereof, are located, to obtain a decree of the court authorizing them
to explore, drill, mine, develop and operate said lands for oil and gas mining purposes, and remove and
transport the oil and gas therefrom, or store the same thereon, and sell and dispose of said minerals for the use
and benefit of all of the owners thereof. Such bill of complaint shall set forth the relevant facts and the
interests therein of all persons, so far as the same are known, to such plaintiffs.

History: 1941, Act 178, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;CL 1948, 319.103.

319.104 Fiduciaries; right to prosecute and defend suits; parties.
Sec. 4. Executors, administrators and administrators with will annexed, receivers and trustees, may

institute or defend such suits on behalf of their respective estates and trusts and the heirs, devisees, legatees,
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successors and assigns thereof. Infants and persons under legal disability may institute or defend suits by
guardian or next of friend. Every person, including wives of owners, having any interest in such lands,
whether in possession or otherwise, who is not a party plaintiff, shall be made a party defendant to such suit.
In case of persons interested in such lands whose names are unknown, the bill of complaint shall so state, and
such persons may be made parties to such suits by the name and description of "unknown owners."

History: 1941, Act 178, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;CL 1948, 319.104.

319.105 Service of process upon defendants; manner.
Sec. 5. Known defendants shall be summoned or notified in the same manner as is provided for the

summoning of known defendants in a suit in chancery to quiet title to real estate. Unknown defendants shall
be summoned or notified in the same manner as is provided for the summoning of unknown defendants in a
suit in chancery to quiet title to real estate.

History: 1941, Act 178, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;CL 1948, 319.105.

319.106 Interplea; appearance by interested persons.
Sec. 6. Any person claiming to be interested in such lands may appear during the pendency of such suit

and answer the bill of complaint and assert his rights by way of interplea. The court shall determine the rights
of any person so appearing the same as though such person had been made a party in the first instance.

History: 1941, Act 178, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;CL 1948, 319.106.

319.107 Quieting of titles.
Sec. 7. In all suits under this act, the court may investigate and determine all questions of conflicting or

controverted titles, remove clouds therefrom, and quiet, establish and confirm the titles to such lands.
History: 1941, Act 178, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;CL 1948, 319.107.

319.108 Decree to be granted if requested by majority in interest; ty interest holders, option
to join in development, procedure; bond.
Sec. 8. If the court shall find that the material averments of the bill of complaint are true, and that the

plaintiffs do in fact own a majority in interest of such lands, or of the oil and gas mineral rights therein, as
joint tenants, tenants in common, cotenants, or coparceners, or that a majority in interest of such owners
consent to the granting of the relief prayed in such bill of complaint, then the court shall enter a decree
authorizing the plaintiffs to explore, drill, mine, develop and operate said lands for oil and gas mining
purposes, and to remove oil and gas from such lands, and sell or dispose of same, so as to realize the full
value thereof for the benefit of all the parties entitled thereto.

The defendants and minority interest holders, whether fee or royalty owners, or their lessees, shall have 15
days after the date upon which the decree becomes final in which to elect either to come in and join plaintiffs
as producers or lessees in the exploration, drilling, mining, developing and operation of said lands for oil and
gas mining purposes, and pay their proportionate part, based upon the interest which respective defendants
own, of all expenses and costs in such undertaking, and receive their proportionate share of the net proceeds
derived from the sale of the oil and gas produced from said lands, or the defendants may continue their
position as fee or royalty owners and receive their proportionate proceeds derived from the sale of the royalty
interest or portion of the oil and gas produced from such lands. Such royalty interest, unless otherwise fixed
by lease, shall be 1/8 of the oil and gas produced from such lands.

If the defendants or any of them elect to join them as producers or operators of the lease and land involved,
as above provided, then such defendants shall, within 15 days from the date upon which the decree of the
court becomes final, file with the clerk a good and sufficient bond payable to the clerk of the court, with an
authorized surety company as surety thereon. The amount of such bond shall be determined by the court as
representing the proportionate share of such defendants based upon the interest which they own in such land
of the estimated maximum reasonable cost of exploring, drilling, mining, developing and operating said lands
for oil and gas purposes. Such bond shall be conditioned upon the payment when due of such proportionate
share of such cost and shall be held by the clerk for the benefit of all interested persons. Said bond and the
surety thereon shall be approved by the court prior to the filing of the same.

If the defendants or any of them, whether fee or royalty owners, or their lessees, file such bond within the
time stated, they shall be entitled to their share of the proceeds from the sale of the working interest which, in
the absence of contract or lease determining the same, shall be 7/8 of the oil and gas produced in addition to
any royalty interest they may own. If, however, said defendants or any of them fail to file such bond within
said period, then such defendants shall be treated and considered as royalty owners only and shall then receive
only their proportionate share of the royalty interest which, in the absence of lease or contract determining the
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same, shall be 1/8 of the oil and gas produced.
The court shall also provide by decree for the disposition by the plaintiffs of the proportionate part of the

proceeds from the sale of the defendants' portion of the oil and gas produced, and provide for the payment and
distribution of the net proceeds thereof to the defendants, as their respective interests may appear, after
deduction of the proportionate costs of such proceedings and of exploring, mining, drilling, producing and
operating said lands for oil and gas, and disposing of such oil and gas.

If the whereabouts of any of the defendants is unknown, the court may require the plaintiffs to deposit such
defendants' share of the net proceeds from the sale of oil and gas with the clerk of the court, to be held for said
defendants, as the court may direct.

History: 1941, Act 178, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;CL 1948, 319.108.

319.109 Lessees under oil or gas lease; right to maintain or defend processings.
Sec. 9. In case a person or persons, holding a majority in interest in such lands, has or have executed an oil

and gas lease or leases to any person, firm or corporation, such lessee or lessees may institute and maintain or
defend any suit provided for by this act, either in the name of such lessee or in the name of his lessor.

History: 1941, Act 178, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;CL 1948, 319.109.

319.110 Judicature act; provisions applicable.
Sec. 10. The provisions of Act No. 314 of the Public Acts of 1915, including the provisions for appeal, and

all existing and future amendments to said act, and the applicable supreme court rules now or hereafter
adopted shall apply to all proceedings hereunder, except as otherwise provided in this act.

History: 1941, Act 178, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;CL 1948, 319.110.

Compiler's note: Act 314 of 1915, referred to in this section, was repealed by Act 236 of 1961. See now MCL 600.101 et seq.

PIGEON RIVER COUNTRY STATE FOREST HYDROCARBON DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 1980
Act 316 of 1980

319.121-319.125 Repealed. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

MINERAL MINING
Act 59 of 1945

319.151-319.156 Repealed. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
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***** Act 47 of 2019 THIS ACT IS REPEALED BY ACT 47 OF 2019 EFFECTIVE JANUARY 4, 2022. See 
MCL 319.165 ***** 

MICHIGAN'S MINING FUTURE COMMITTEE
Act 47 of 2019

AN ACT to create a committee on Michigan's mining future; to provide for the powers and duties of
certain governmental officers and agencies; and to repeal acts and parts of acts.

History: 2019, Act 47, Eff. Oct. 6, 2019.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

***** 319.161 THIS SECTION IS REPEALED BY ACT 47 OF 2019 EFFECTIVE JANUARY 4, 2022. See 
MCL 319.165 ***** 

319.161 "Committee" defined.
Sec. 1. As used in this act, "committee" means the committee on Michigan's mining future created in

section 2(1).
History: 2019, Act 47, Eff. Oct. 6, 2019.

***** 319.162 THIS SECTION IS REPEALED BY ACT 47 OF 2019 EFFECTIVE JANUARY 4, 2022. See 
MCL 319.165 ***** 

319.162 Michigan's mining future committee; creation; membership; appointment; removal;
quorum; public meetings; writings; compensation.
Sec. 2. (1) The committee on Michigan's mining future is created within the department of environment,

Great Lakes, and energy.
(2) The committee shall consist of the following members:
(a) Ten members appointed by the governor as follows:
(i) A member of a local chapter of an international steel workers union representing workers at an ongoing

ferrous mining operation in this state or workers from an idled ferrous mining operation in this state.
(ii) A member representing a ferrous mining operation in this state.
(iii) A member representing a metallic nonferrous mining operation in this state.
(iv) A member representing an aggregate mining operation in this state.
(v) Two members, each representing an environmental nonprofit organization in this state, with expertise

in mining.
(vi) Two current or former research faculty members at a university in this state that hold a master's or

doctorate degree in mining or geology.
(vii) A member representing a municipality in this state where a ferrous, metallic nonferrous, or aggregate

mining operation is located.
(viii) A resident of this state who is a member of a federally recognized Indian tribe that has trust lands in

this state.
(b) The directors of the following, or their designees:
(i) The Michigan economic development corporation, as defined in section 4 of the Michigan strategic

fund act, 1984 PA 270, MCL 125.2004.
(ii) The department of natural resources.
(iii) The department of environment, Great Lakes, and energy.
(c) A designee of each of the following:
(i) The state senator for the senate district with the highest production from metallic mineral mines in this

state in the calendar year preceding the year in which the appointment is made.
(ii) The state representative for the house district with the highest production from metallic mineral mines

in this state in the calendar year preceding the year in which the appointment is made.
(3) The members first appointed to the committee under subsection (2)(a) shall be appointed within 30

days after the effective date of this act.
(4) If a vacancy occurs on the committee for a position under subsection (2)(a) or (c), the vacancy shall be

filled in the same manner as the original appointment.
(5) The governor may remove a member of the committee appointed under subsection (2)(a) or (4) for

incompetence, dereliction of duty, malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance in office, or any other good
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cause.
(6) The first meeting of the committee shall be called by the director of the department of environment,

Great Lakes, and energy or his or her designee. At the first meeting, the committee shall elect from among its
members a chairperson and other officers as it considers necessary or appropriate. After the first meeting, the
committee shall meet at least quarterly, or more frequently at the call of the chairperson or if requested by 3 or
more members.

(7) A majority of the members of the committee constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at a
meeting of the committee. A majority of the members present and serving are required for official action of
the committee.

(8) The business that the committee may perform shall be conducted at a public meeting of the committee
held in compliance with the open meetings act, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to 15.275. A writing prepared,
owned, used, in the possession of, or retained by the committee in the performance of an official function is
subject to the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246.

(9) Members of the committee shall serve without compensation. However, members of the committee
may be reimbursed for their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their official duties
as members of the committee.

History: 2019, Act 47, Eff. Oct. 6, 2019.

***** 319.163 THIS SECTION IS REPEALED BY ACT 47 OF 2019 EFFECTIVE JANUARY 4, 2022. See 
MCL 319.165 ***** 

319.163 Duties of the committee.
Sec. 3. The committee shall do all of the following:
(a) Recommend actions to strengthen and develop a sustainable, more diversified mining and minerals

industry in this state while protecting the environment and natural resources of this state.
(b) Evaluate government policies that affect the mining and minerals industry.
(c) Recommend public policy strategies to enhance the growth of the mining and minerals industry,

especially for research and development in mining and mineral processing technology, including pellet
production, for the next generation of mining.

(d) Advise on the development of partnerships between industries, institutions, environmental groups,
funding groups, and state and federal resources and other entities.

History: 2019, Act 47, Eff. Oct. 6, 2019.

***** 319.164 THIS SECTION IS REPEALED BY ACT 47 OF 2019 EFFECTIVE JANUARY 4, 2022. See 
MCL 319.165 ***** 

319.164 Report.
Sec. 4. Within 2 years after the effective date of this act, the committee shall submit a report on its work to

the governor, the legislature, this state's United States Senators, and members of this state's United States
congressional delegation.

History: 2019, Act 47, Eff. Oct. 6, 2019.

***** 319.165 THIS SECTION IS REPEALED BY ACT 47 OF 2019 EFFECTIVE JANUARY 4, 2022. See 
MCL 319.165 ***** 

319.165 Dissolution of committee; repeal of act.
Sec. 5. (1) The committee is dissolved 60 days after the report is submitted under section 4.
(2) This act is repealed 90 days after the deadline for the report to be submitted under section 4.
History: 2019, Act 47, Eff. Oct. 6, 2019.

MINERAL STATISTICS
Act 7 of 1911

319.202-319.205 Repealed. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

MINERAL WELL ACT
Act 315 of 1969

319.211-319.236 Repealed. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Rendered Wednesday, October 28, 2020 Page 6 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 218 of 2020

 Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



PLUGGING ABANDONED SALT WELLS
Act 132 of 1897

319.251-319.253 Repealed. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

INTERSTATE COMPACT TO CONSERVE OIL AND GAS
Act 138 of 1947

319.301-319.303 Repealed. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

USED OIL RECYCLING ACT
Act 411 of 1980

319.311-319.316 Repealed. 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.

MICHIGAN UNITIZATION LAW
Act 197 of 1959

319.351-319.394 Repealed. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
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